
    Winter 2024        Open Space Makes All the Difference

Land trusts are nonprofit organizations that own and steward land and sometimes bodies of water for a variety of 
intents. South Kingstown Land Trust (SKLT) is a conservation land trust founded with the mission to protect and 
steward natural resources, open spaces, and cultural landscapes for the benefit of the community, now and forever.

Although many conservation land trusts are municipally operated and funded by local governments, SKLT was 
founded as a private trust in 1983, and later incorporated as a private nonprofit corporation in 1999. It was created 
by a small group of passionate local residents and landowners who had the foresight to establish a private
nonprofit that can acquire land and conservation easements for the purpose of preserving open space, natural 
areas, waterways, productive farms, and forests for future generations.

Forty-one years later, SKLT has protected more than 3,000 acres of land across town, has grown its professional 
staff to five, and has developed a community of hundreds of volunteers and thousands of 
supporters. SKLT is governed by an active board of directors from throughout the town.

SKLT’s work is funded by individuals who share our mission to conserve the land of South 
Kingstown, by government and private foundation grants, and by landowners who 
contribute toward the monitoring and upkeep of their protected property.

As a 501(c)3 charitable organization, accredited member of the Land Trust Alliance, and 
holder of conservation easements, it is the land trust’s legal obligation, right, and 
privilege to monitor each property at least once a year and steward all 
178 properties in its care to the best possible standards.

SKLT is the community’s best tool for conservation, for safeguarding 
open spaces that maintain our sense of place. It is an organization to
permanently protect forests, farms, streams, and wetlands and provide 
scenic vistas, wildlife habitat, clean water, clean air, and recreational 
opportunities.

We like to say, “open space makes all the difference,” for our quality 
of life in the present, and for the benefit of future generations.

Back to Basics: What is the South Kingstown Land Trust?

SKLT Offices at the Woodcock Campus at Weeden Farm



SOUTH KINGSTOWN LAND TRUST

Milestones 
Thanks to the hundreds of people listed 
here whose contributions result in locally 
produced food, intact forests, open 
meadows, Jonnycakes and so much more.

As you can see, it is your support making 
SKLT possible.

Many thanks from the staff and board. 

Open space makes all the difference.

In gratitude,

Julia Fry Landstreet
Executive Director

Board of Directors
Linda T. Green, Chair
Ellen Grebstein, Vice Chair
James Farrell, Treasurer 
Elise Torello, Secretary
Heather Mae Breau
Clarkson Collins 
Arthur Gold
Katherine Long 
Barbara Margolis 
Kevin McCloskey 
Susan Merrick 
Tim Meyer
Ralph Riccio 
Andrew Scherer 
Ted Watson

Directors Emeriti
Charles Lewis, Director Emeritus
Sophie Page Lewis, Director Emerita 
Susan Seyfarth Lovejoy, Director Emerita
Michael Sherry, Director Emeritus

Staff
Julia Fry Landstreet
Executive Director

Kevin Nelson 
Land Protection Director

Thomas Prescott Meyer 
Land Management

Matt Eldridge
Marketing & Development Coordinator

David LaRocque
Land Operations Coordinator

Address
17 Matunuck Beach Road 
South Kingstown, RI 02879 
401-789-0962

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
and by appointment

Website: sklt.org
Email: info@sklt.org
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The mission of the South Kingstown Land Trust is to protect 
and steward natural resources, open spaces, and cultural 
landscapes for the benefit of the community, now and forever.
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Land Stewardship: A Case Study at Robinson Farm
Tuesday mornings find SKLT staff, Thomas Meyer and David LaRocque, leading a team of intrepid volunteers 
tackling various maintenance opportunities. Most recently, the team has been devoting countless hours to the 
restoration of Robinson Farm.

Decades ago, the landowners sold the development rights to the United States Department of Agriculture/Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) before gifting the land to SKLT. This process enrolled the land in the 
Grassland Reserve Program, and generated a Conservation Easement that requires the fields be farmed and 
managed in a manner that maintains or improves the quality of the vegetation from when the farm was protected. 

Contrary to the restrictions of the easement, one of the fields was home to a herd of cows. Fed in a single 
location with easy access to a wooded wetland tributary, the cows degraded the grassland and compromised the 
water quality.

Beginning in January, the crew started by removing damaged fencing and the thorny mess of invasive multiflora 
rose that had grown along the edges. They have been clearing fallen branches and trees and begun re-stacking the 
historic stonewalls. The abandoned cow fields are getting cleaned up and they will be reseeded shortly. 

Working with NRCS, the land trust has developed a management plan including the re-installation of a vegetated 
buffer comprised of native plants and shrubs around a man-made cow pond. This will make the field less attractive 
to geese who devour the tender grasses we are trying to nurture and lower the bacteria from fecal matter leeching 
into the Saugatucket River.  

It will take at least one full year to bring the farm and fields back. Staff and volunteers will be following the 
management plan and making improvements before drafting both a Request for Qualification and Request for 
Proposal to help identify the next tenant(s) to partner with SKLT/NRCS and farm this beautiful land.

Installing new signage. Clearing invasives. Cleaning and organizing the barn. The volunteer work crew!

A sunny September day, 2013 Aerial photo before restoration began, March 2023
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Donating land for conservation purposes is truly one of the finest legacies a person can leave to future 
generations. Throughout South Kingstown there are trails, coastal areas, farmlands, forestlands, and scenic open 
spaces that the public enjoys because of the long-term vision of conservation-minded landowners.

Our staff works with many landowners, providing information on protection options as needed. When the 
landowner is ready to either sell or donate land to the land trust, we will negotiate an agreement, based on their 
goals and ours, and on appraisals and other fact-based analyses.

For acquisitions, we will coordinate with our partners to determine the best funding sources, and then proceed 
with grant applications and other fundraising. Projects have taken between 18 months and 18 years to complete.

There are many types of conservation land donations:
 - Direct donation: A charitable donation of land is given over immediately to the Land Trust, which takes title to 
the property, assumes full ownership, and initiates future care of the property.
 - Conservation easement: An interest in land such as an easement or permanent restriction against development 
allows the donor to continue ownership of the land itself while providing the Land Trust with the right and 
responsibility to enforce the conservation easement restrictions.
 - Future ownership: Another method of donation is to make a gift of future ownership, in which the donor would 
retain use and possession of the land during his or her lifetime and the Land Trust takes ownership upon the 
donor’s death.
 - By will: Donors may make gifts of land or conservation easement through their wills.
 - Neighborhood purchase and donation: In some cases, groups of neighbors have joined together to conserve a 
special area near their homes for the benefit of the entire community.

Land Protection: The Nuts & Bolts

Potter Wood Conservation Easement w. Kingston Improvement Assoc, Mar. ‘22 Smithbridge Stables Conservation Easement w. Bonnie Smith & Family, Jan.’22

Conservation Easement w. Barbara Hendrick & Family, May’21
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2023 Open Space Circle
FOUNDER’S CLUB $25,000+
The Bafflin Foundation 
James Lewis*
Parsons Kellogg, LLC
Rhode Island Foundation - 
        Hale House Endowment Fund
Annie Richardson & 
	 Jamie Robertson
Kenneth & Dottie Woodcock

*deceased

FOUNDER’S CLUB $10,000-$24,999
Fox Family Charitable Foundation
Richard Klesse
Charles & Cornelia Lewis
Timothy Gorham

PRESERVATIONIST $5,000-$9,999
Zenas W. Bliss II*
Georgia Chafee Nassikas & 
	 John Nassikas
Edward & Carol Cimilluca
Barbara Fahey
James & Hope Farrell
Christopher S. Gaffney & 
	 Karen Kames
Ellen & Lawrence Grebstein
Carolyn A. Griswold
Katharine Bontecou Charitable Trust
Leaves of Grass Fund
Stephen Letcher
Julia McGovern
Michael A. Sherry & Jan Anthony
State Street Foundation, Inc.
Susan Lynde DuVal Phipps 		
	 Foundation
Shirley Utterback
Anonymous

*deceased

PROTECTOR $2,500-$4,999
Belmont Market
Joseph Catelli - 
	 Shoreline Properties Inc.
Clarkson Collins & 
	 Marcie Cummings
Lindsay & Charlie Coolidge
Martha Day & C.N. Hetzner
Jon & Joan Dodd
Alexandra & Jason Elg
Liz Freeman & Roland Coates
Katie Frost
Anne W. Garnett
Melissa Gibson & Matt Frey
David Goss & Julia Taylor
Denise & David Hempe
Mary & Tom Heyman
Thomas & Jane Holt
Jean & Dave Kaknes
Julia & Bev Landstreet
Susan Seyfarth Lovejoy
Susan & Daniel Merrick
Matthew Meyer & 
	 Mary Anne Gaffney
Tim & Jodi Meyer
Janet Ostro
Ralph & Maggie Riccio
Misty Callies & William Secrest
Holly L. Smith-Reynolds
Dr. Meera Viswanathan & 
	 Dr. Eric Widmer
Robert Willig
Anonymous

BENEFACTOR $1,000-$2,499
Amica Companies Foundation
BankRI
Mr. & Mrs. Rino C. Bergonzi
Jeffrey & Brooke Bertholf
Susan Besse

Michael & Holly Bontecou
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Brown
Drs. Gloria & Ian Callard
Marie Case & Peter DiLullo
Richard & Susan Clark
Terry Conelias
Kevin & Regina Conley
Alice & Ronald Curtin
Gail & David DeMarco
Nora & Thomas Edler
Robin Erban Moses & 
	 Thomas Moses
James Estes & Darcy Magratten
Sarah & Paul Evans
Yvonne Federowicz
Erin Finn
Stephen & Evelyn Firshein
John & Bebe Fisher
Gardner Realty, LLC
Patrick & Mary Ann Gillespie
Linda & Howland Green
William & Adelaide Harris
Deborah Heggie & Ed Pigott
Beverly Hodgson & 
	 Dr. John Leventhal
Heidi Holden & Robert Tessier
Paul & Kim Hooper
John & Carol Howland
Gregor & Annie Kammerer
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Keenan
Kevin & Cindy Kelly
Michelle Peach Lang & Corey Lang
Raymond B. Langton & Jane A. Nash
Rob & Peggy Leeson
Sophie Page Lewis
Sherry Lindeblad
Katherine Long & George Bertholet
Barbara Margolis & Colleen Gregory
Matunuck Preservation Society
Craig Maynard
Kevin & Brenda McCloskey
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2023 Open Space Circle
BENEFACTOR $1,000-$2,499 (CONT’D)

Liz & Joel Merriman
John W. Mills III & Marie Luise Mills
David & Carolyn Moultrop
Jane O’Leary
Tiggie & David Parker
Anne Patterson
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Pyne
Richard & Johanna Rakauskas
Marshall Raucci & Marian Mattison
John D. Richardson
William & Sandra Rosen
Jonathan & Judith Savage
Kathleen & Fred Schultz
Paul & Barbara Schurman
Kevin & Anita Shearan
Mary & Woody Small
Jennifer & Roger Smith
Dr. & Mrs. James L. Smythe
William & Judy Taft
John & Carroll Tickner
Tom’s Market Catering
Elise Torello & Bill McCusker
Edward Watson, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Randolph Watts
Elizabeth Whitman & 
	 Peter Jannitto Jr.
Cheryl Wilga
Dr. Caroline S. Wilkel
Anonymous (2)

CONSERVATIONIST $500-$999

Catherine Allen
Jonathan & Elizabeth Bean
Robert Blakely & 
	 Diane Keehner Blakely
Blue Moon Farm
Jessica & Michael Bradley
Mary Brown
Edward Buzzi & Susan Clasby

Carpenter’s Farm
Sarah Chambers
Michael Christy
Lisa Churchville & Skip Carlin
Clean Rite Cleaning & Restoration
James Couch
Mary & Michael Counihan
Barbara Crane
Patricia Crowley
Paula & Jason Dayton
Denise & William DeMagistris
Elizabeth Dickson & Richard Levy
Valerie & Dennis Donovan
Dove & Distaff
Daniel & Karen DuVal
Jim & Susan Emmart
Katharine Estes CPA
Tony & Betty Faella
Ellen Fair
Cheryl & Daniel Farley
Lloyd Feinberg & Betsy Marcotte
Catherine Ferguson
Ellie Ferguson
Rosanne Zimmerman & Bob Fetzer
Lisa Fiore
Bridget & Tom Gilchrist
Arthur & Marion Gold
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Greenfield
Laura Harris
M.L. Hedison & Anthony Flynn
Pam Heller
Barbara Hendrick
Bert Hess
Phil & Trish Hindley
A. Bliss Hoffman
Trish Hurley & Steven Neufeld
Marcia Izzi
Richard & Carol Jurczak
Dr. David Katzen & 
	 Barbara Binder
Drs. Louis & Susan Kirschenbaum

David Latham & Julie Welch

Bob Leonard & Elisa Wybraniec

Steven Lipinski

Amy Lloyd

Eleanor & Mark Mascheroni

MassMutual

Patrick & Holly Masson

Pam Matteson

The Matunuck Group

Santiago Mejia & Aurora Farewell

Sue Mittendorf

Jennifer Nauck

Ocean Views

Mark & Lorraine Parsons

Linda & Staunton Peck

Deborah Perry

Claudia Philbrick

Dawn & Jason Price

Janice Rabinowitz

Tim Rancourt

Katherine Richardson

Henry & Jan Rines

Timothy Schaffner & 

	 Anne Maley-Schaffner

Austin & Susan Smith

Donna & Richard Steele

Claudia & Peter Swain

Target Circle

The Mushroom Hunting Foundation

Susan Tietze

Maura Travers

Linda Tucker & Richard Hodgson

Helene & Alice Vincent

Eldon Wedlock, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Barry Wepman

Whalers Brewing Company

Michael & Susan Winter

Peter & Deborah Zawisza

Roy Zoern & Michael Gallagher
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We have made every effort to be accurate with our recognition. If we have inadvertently omitted or 
misspelled your name, please accept our apologies and contact matt.eldridge@sklt.org with changes.  Thank you!

GUARDIAN $250-$499
A Quick Tire & 
	 Auto Service Center
Dr. Frances Alexakos & 
	 Mr. Britt Bell
Roger & Inga-Lill Ashley
Keith & Cynthia Ballard
Karen Beauchesne
Kerry & Chip Benson
Jeffrey Berzon & Linda Arnold
Brenda & Harold Bibb
Raymond J. Bolster II
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Bowen
Dr. Patrick & 
	 Mrs. Regina Brannon
Sam & Sally Braun
Dr. Heather Mae & Frank Breau
Frank Briel & Kevin Farley
Barbara & Nina Briggs
Patricia Brown
Thomas & Antonia Bryson
Marjorie Caldwell
Capital Wealth Management
Drs. Kathleen Carney-Godley & 	
	 Rick Godley
Marianne Casey
Deborah & William Catone
Jocelyn Chiappone
Paul Clappin & Susan Crohan
Christina Clayton
Clifford M. Renshaw Architects
Ms. Eliza G. Collins
Lodowick Collins & 
	 Marjorie Jackson
Pamela Connell
Margit Conopask & 
	 Jeff Bluestein
Alicia Cooney & 
	 Stephen Quigley
John Copeland Jr.
Joanne Daly & Guy Millick
Karen Decia
Rosemarie & Gerald Del Piano
Dr. Mark DeMoranville & 
           Dr. Beatriz DeMoranville
Christine Devine
Frank & Susan DiMasi
Donna & John Dolan

Chad Dupuis

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Dyer

Ellen & Kurt Elmstrom

Mary Ellen Fetherston

Ruth Finch

Marguerite & David Flanders

FM Global Foundation

Joanne & Richard Friday

Linda Fuselier

Elizabeth Gallogly Burt & 		

	 Steven Burt

Nicole Gammino

Sylvia & Pierce Gardner

Christopher & Kathleen Garvin

Roger Giraud

Marian R. Goldsmith

Heather & Tristan Grau

Tom Greenman

Donna & Roger Gustafson

Kim & Tom Hanson

Diane Harrington

David Harry

Joshua & 

	 Christine Hawks-Ladds

Wayne & Patricia Hawksley

Christine Holland

Howard Johnson Inc.

Patricia Igoe

Janet Innis

Jennifer’s Chocolates

William Jones

Carol Kaufman

Sandra Kenney & 

	 Stefano Lavinio

Drs. Ethan Hillary Kisch & 		

	 Helene Kisch-Pniewski

Sarah Klenk

Christopher & Michelle Little

Cynthia & Robert Martin

Matunuck Oyster Bar

Jenna McCrory

Kieran & Karen McGlynn

Nancy McLean & Gayle Lowell

Patrick McNulty & 

	 Abigail McInerney

Mary McSally

Nathaniel & Eleanor Merrill

Alix & Tom Moffatt

David & Barbara Monaghan

Douglas Moorcroft

Phil Moreschi

Christopher & 

	 Kathleen Moroney

Laura Nardi & Mike D’Antonio

Peter & Mary Nunes

Ocean Mist

Anne & Jim O’Neill

Joseph L. Orlando & 

	 Diane C. Fournaris

Mrs. Mary E. O’Rourke

Emily & Chris Pistilli

Point Break Cottages

Providence Mutual Fire 		

	 Insurance Company

John Randall

Eric & Sharon Rose

Helen & Tom Rowe-Drake

Cindy & Ed Sabato

Mrs. Dorothy Sage

Victoria Saglio

Judith Clayton Samson

Carolyn Sanna

Eric Schultheis

Richard & Kristin Schwab

Dorothy Shackleton & 

	 David Abell

Renny G. Simpson

Douglas Smith

Mary-Gail Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Sprague

Deborah Stallwood

Page Steele

Dr. & Mrs. Desmond Sweeney

Steven Sweeney & 

	 David Goetsch

The Preservation Society of 	

	 Newport County

The Pub

Theatre by the Sea

Richard & Jan Tormey

Willem & Betsy Van Lancker

Michele & Kevin Vidmar

Peter T. Vinbury & 

	 Nancy Lyon

Joan Wertheimer

Westerly Community 

	 Credit Union

Heather Wims

STEWARD $100-$249
Marsha & Philip Aaronson
Massood Abolfazli & 
	 Dawn McCabe
Ron Agostini
Glenn Anderson
Sandy Anderson
Ira & Karen Asher
Jim & Karin Aukerman
John W. Barrett, D.O.
William Bartels & 
         Gloria Boudreaux-Bartels
James & Holly Batti
Hali Beckman
Barbara Boyle
Efrem Bromberg
Anne Brown
David H. Brown
Nancy & Rick Burroughs
Robert Caffrey
Mr. Homer Callicutt
Arthur Campbell
Jay & Mariana Cannon
Patrice Carroll
Virginia P. Carter
Christine & Jon Cass
Susan & Mike Cerullo
Lydia Chambers
Barbara Chaves
Ronald Chopoorian
Leslie A. Chouinard
Tricia & Richard Clode
Robert Stetson Cocroft
Linda Colantino
Abel & Amber Collins
Sabrina & Barry Courville
Diana Crane
Sally & Bob Davis
John & Susan DeSantis
David & Brenda Dillmann
Karl Dillmann
Jeannine Dougherty
John Dowling
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Kathleen Duffy
Angela & Parker Dupouy
Belinda & Joseph Duva
Mr. & Mrs. William Edmonds
Roseann Evans
Alvord-Leroy Family
Cindy & Brian Fandetti
Gerry Favreau
Justin Favreau
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Feibel
Joyce Flanagan & Gary Stoner
Patricia & John Flint
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Foley
Laurent B. Fortin
Cheryl Foster & 
	 Colin McCullough
Frances Fleet
Lisa & Kevin Fritsche
Barbara Gallagher
David R. & Caren C. Gardner
Ron & Linda Gardrel
John & Pam Gasner
John Gauthier
Ernest George
Kathleen Giebler
Dona Giglio
Elaine Gillim
Isabel Goff
Dr. & Mrs. John Golberg
Michael Gold & 
	 Julia Wilford-Gold
Allan & Teresa Goodrich
Gooseneck Vineyards
Green Hill Rocks
Isabel Green
Esther W. Greene
Maggie & Jeremy Greenfield
Diane Guillemette
David & Debbie Hamel
Constance Hamilton
Dan & Cheryl Hartnett
Tracy Heffron
Laurie Heineman
Elizabeth & Todd Hellewell
Linda Hennessey
John & Susan Hines
James A. Hopkins
Gregory O. Houde
Jeremy & Joan Howe
Susan Howe
Patrick & Eileen Howley
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Huot

Daniel Iannucci
Kerrie Iemma
Hon. & Mrs. Gilbert Indeglia
John Jackson & 
	 Victoria LePree
Michael Jilling
Molly Johnsen
Johnson & Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. William Johnson II
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Johnson
Evan Jones
Linda Kaley
Colleen Kelly
Virginia & Paul Kenny
Patricia Knight-Bellisle & 		
	 Richard Bellisle
Ellen & Frank Koh
John & Laura Krekorian
Susan Laraway
Gail Larkin
Bob Larrabee
Carol & Douglas Leith
George Lewis
Diane L’Heureux
Nicole & Kevin Loontjens
Patrick Lowe
Catherine Ludlam
Bruce MacGregor & 
	 Beatrice Joy
Mary Madden
Michelle & Tom Maguire
Neil E. Mahoney
Susan Marcus
Kathleen Marra
Brad Massa
Marilyn Mattera
Erica Mayer & Thomas Best
Brian Maynard & Nancy Dean
Christian & Margaret McBurney
Dennis McCarten
Kathy & Brian McCarthy
Jean McCleary
Paul & Shelly McConnell
Helen McDonald
Patricia McGauran & 
	 Ken Richmond
Elizabeth McLaughlin
Elizabeth & David McNab
Suzann McPartlin
Kelly McShane & Nick Carr
Dennis & Jean McTeague

Judy Mendelsohn 
Sunshine Menezes & 
	 Ray Gennari
Catherine Mercurio
Natalie Meyer
Donna Mirza
Moonstone Flower Co.
Patricia Moore & Guy Geffroy
Jill & David Moretti
Paula Moskowitz
Mr. & Mrs. James Murdock
Carolyn Nally
Eileen & James Nelson
Newport Appraisal Group
Ruth Newquist
Peter Nightingale
Stephen O’Brien
Malachi & Bonnie O’Connor
Rowena Okie & 
	 Peter Brainard
Mr. & Mrs. M. Robert O’Neill
James Opaluch
Gail Ornstein
Peace Dale Museum 
	 of Art & Culture
Joan Peckham & Brian Jepson
Pam & Keith Perelman
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Peterson
Susan & Lee Peterson
Mary Philbin
Glenn Place
Mr. & Mrs. John Powers
Kate & Dan Rakosky
Wendy Rappaport
Sean & Joan Reilly
Alexandra C. Reynolds
Joanne Riccitelli
Samuel & Meg Richards
Gerald & Amy Richmond
Edith Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Robinson III
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis J. Robinson Jr.
Hays & Linda Rockwell
Tom & Alicia Routliffe
Noel B. Rowe
Drs. Fred & Karen Rubin
Rosemarie Russo
David Salomon & 
	 Allison Crump
Pamela Santos
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Sargent

Katherine Sayles
Doug & Mary Ann Schultheis
Josh Schurman & 
	 Kate Dunnigan
Christine Schwab-Boudreau
Mr. & Mrs. Henry R. 		
	 Schwarzbach
Lori Scionti & Mark Hutchinson
Barry & Joanne Scott
Ciro Scotti & Deidre Depke
Bonney B. Sevellon & 
	 Elizabeth Gumley
Jamie Sharp
Henry & Julia Sharpe III
Peggy Sharpe
Mark & Susan Sigman
Brian Simpson
Charlotte & Richard Smith
Chris & Ruth Smith
Kristin Sollenberger
South County Garden Club
David & Bernadette Spink
Karla Steele
Diane Russ & Peter Stisser
Keith Storti
Susan Strakosch &
	 John Glasheen
Debbie Suggs
Katherine Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey E. Taber
TF Morra Tree Care, Inc
Robert Thornton & 
      Barbara Coleman-Thornton
Mark Truman
Mary Grace & Michael Varnum
James Verinis & Shayna Cohen
John & Leah Vetelino
Martin & Anne Vincent
Gwenn Vittimberga, MD
Karen & Bob Votava
Dory Wagner
Caroline Walker
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Wallace II
Patricia & Paul Ward
Parker Watson
Elizabeth Welch
Maryjane Whelan
David Wilder
Alan Woodmansee
J. Vernon & Cynthia Wyman
Richard & Joan Youngken
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Thank You to SKLT’s Top 2023 Corporate Sponsors

IN MEMORIAM
In Memory of 
    Katharine Bontecou 
Katharine Bontecou 
        Charitable Trust

In Memory of Steven D. Brown 
Mary Brown

In Memory of Jerold A. Caughey 
Shirley Utterback

In Memory of 
    Carol Choches-O’Brien 
Stephen O’Brien

In Memory of 
    William Joseph Cunningham
Catherine Mercurio

In Memory of 
    Louise Keissling Fair
Ellen Fair

In Memory of Roger Freeman Jr.
Liz Freeman & 
        Roland Coates

IN HONOR
In Honor of Michael Bontecou 
Sylvia & Pierce Gardner

In Honor of Kathy Christopher 
Dan Woodford

In Honor of Clarkson Collins
Homer & Hannah Johnsen
Molly Johnsen

In Honor of Joanne Coombs
Jean McClelland

In Honor of Kevin McCloskey
Ruth Newquist

In Honor of Sam Naughton
Diana Crane

In Honor of Tom Rowe-Drake 
Noel B. Rowe

In Honor of Ted Watson 
Parker Watson

In Memory of Howard Kilguss
Catherine Mercurio

In Memory of Tina Letcher
Lloyd Feinberg & 
        Betsy Marcotte

In Memory of  
    Christopher Bennett Ogden
Linda Fuselier

In Memory of 
    Laurence W. O’Rourke
Mary E. O’Rourke

In Memory of Otter 
Anne & Jim O’Neill

In Memory of Timothy Philbrick 
Peace Dale Museum 
        of Art and Culture
Dr. & Mrs. James L. Smythe

In Memory of Joyce M. Shoop 
Priscilla & Richard Durant



SKLT Potluck Lecture: 
Arboricultural Oddities with Charles Yurgalevitch Ph.D.
Thursday, March 21st (6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.)

An Anatomical & Evolutionary Talk on Why Some Trees 
Grow the Way They Do:

Ever wonder why some trees have skin-piercing thorns, 
or produce fruits that stink?

Join Charles Yurgalevitch, Ph.D., as he explores some of 
nature’s arboricultural oddities, their adaptations, and 
how they have evolved over millennia.

Free, $10 suggested donation
SKLT Barn, 17 Matunuck Beach Road

Programs & Events

Guided Hike at Browning Woods Trail 
Friday, April 5th (9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.)

Take a trip back in time on a 3.5 mile hike that travels by the 
historical stone walls and foundations of Browning Woods Farm.

You’ll be on the lookout for the prevalent woodpeckers and 
spring migrant birds as well as wildlife tracks, interesting plants, 
mushrooms, and other beautiful sights in the peaceful landscape.

Free. Registration is required. 
Inclement weather cancels. All ages welcome.

Youth Fishing Opening Day of Trout Season at Biscuit City Preserve 
Saturday, April 13th (6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.)

The perfect chance to teach your kids how to fish!

Join the opening day of trout season at the youth-only fishing Scott 
Evans Memorial Pond at Biscuit City Preserve in Kingston.

The pond will be stocked with brook and rainbow trout by RI DEM. 
SKLT staff and skilled volunteers will be on hand to assist as needed.

No registration required. Staff/volunteers will be on site until 4:00 pm. 
ONLY children ages 14 and under may fish.

Guided Hike at Crawley Preserve Trail 
Friday, May 3rd (9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.)

Explore a variety of thriving habitats in spring bloom at Crawley 
Preserve, a beautiful trail shared between SKLT and the Richmond 
Rural Preservation Land Trust.

You’ll cross over the bubbling Sandy’s Brook and see massive 
boulders and ridges left behind by glacial retreat. You’ll also be on 
the lookout for migratory birds and other wildlife as well as 
interesting trees and spring flowers.

Free. Registration is required. 
Inclement weather cancels. All ages welcome.
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Join Us in Preserving Open Space in South Kingstown
Your support for open space preservation continues to strengthen our organization and invigorate our 
work.  Join or renew your membership, make a general donation, or become an EverGreen member! The 
South Kingstown Land Trust is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, so your donation is tax-deductible. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated.

MEMBERSHIP
I want to	  Join	  Renew

Name �

Address 						        City  			      State 	   Zip �  

Phone 						       E-mail �  

Please make checks payable to: South Kingstown Land Trust, 17 Matunuck Beach Road, South Kingstown, RI 02879

	Individual............. $30	  Family..............$50

	Steward......................................................$100-$249

	Guardian....................................................$250-$499

	Conservationist........................................$500-$999

	Benefactor..........................................$1,000-$2,499

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP
This program allows our donors to easily 
establish and maintain their membership 
through a monthly,  automatically recurring gift. 
q  I want to become a sustaining member at 
the monthly amount of $�  

Please charge my credit card:

Credit Card #�

Exp. 		      Billing Zip Code �

Name on Card �

Signature �

      EVERGREEN LEGACY SOCIETY
I have already planned a legacy gift to SKLT and 
qualify to be an EverGreen member through 
q  Estate Plan   q  Trust   q  Other
q  Please contact me about making a legacy gift

OTHER SUPPORT
q  I’m a landowner interested in preserving  
     my land.
q  My employer will match my gift. I’ve    
     enclosed a matching gift form.

GENERAL DONATION 
I’m already a member, but I would like to make an 
additional donation in the amount of $	        .

Evergreen Legacy Society

Ira & Karen Asher
Jim & Karin Aukerman
Clare Bailey*
Helen Behrens
Robert Blakely & Diane Keehner Blakely
Zenas W. Bliss*
James W. Bowers*
Dr. Heather Mae & Frank Breau
Judy Bucklen
Drs. Gloria & Ian Callard
Mark Cantwell
Leslie A. Chouinard
Clarkson Collins & Marcie Cummings
Eliza G. Collins
Albert Darbey & Dawn Darbey-Dugan
Martha Day & C.N. Hetzner

Donna Dexter
James & Hope Farrell
Linda Fuselier
Eric Harrah*
Tracy Heffron
Lorraine Miller Horton
Janet Innis
Eve Krzyzanowski
Charles & Cornelia Lewis
James Lewis*
Sophie Page Lewis
Christopher & Michelle Little
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin McDonough
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Mead
Henry H. Meyer*

Anne & Jim O’Neill 
Helen & Tom Rowe-Drake
Paul & Barbara Schurman
MaryAnn K. Scott
Michael A. Sherry & Jan Anthony
Janice Sieburth*
Douglas Smith
Dr. & Mrs. James L. Smythe
John & Carroll Tickner
Edward Watson, Jr.
Dr. Meera Viswanathan & Dr. Eric Widmer
Dr. Caroline S. Wilkel
Ardith Wood
Kenneth & Dottie Woodcock

*deceased

Evergreen Legacy Society members are visionary supporters who have protected the community’s natural resources 
for future generations by including SKLT in their estate plans. To learn about your options and benefits, visit sklt.org
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Join Us at an Upcoming Program or Event
Please register for all programs and events in advance at sklt.org/event-tickets

March 9		      8 a.m. - 5 p.m.		 RI Land & Water Conservation Summit, URI

March 21	      6 - 8 p.m.		  “Arboricultural Oddities” Charles Yurgalevitch Potluck Lecture, The Barn	

March 24	      1 p.m.		  Monitoring Day, The Barn

April 5		       9 - 11 a.m.		  Guided Hike, Browning Woods Trail 

April 13		      6 a.m. - 4 p.m.		 Youth Fishing Opening Day, Scott Evans Memorial Pond, Biscuit City

April 22		      All Day		  Earth Day Spring Cleanup, Various Locations

May 3		       9 - 11 a.m.		  Guided Hike, Crawley Preserve Trail

June 7		       9 - 11 a.m.		  Guided Hike, Alewife Brook Trail

June 13		      9 - 11 a.m.		  Walk & Talk: Plants & Trees of the DuVal Trail, DuVal Trail

June 23		      3 p.m.		  SKLT Annual Members’ Meeting, The Barn

July 5		       9 - 11 a.m.		  Guided Hike, Browning Woods Trail

August 2	      9 - 11 a.m.		  Guided Hike, Biscuit City & Potter Wood Trails

August 11	      4 - 6:30 p.m.		  Great Outdoors Celebration & Auction, The Barn


