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SOUTH KINGSTOWN

LAND TRUST

Programs, Events, and Activities: Explore, Learn, Connect

Programs and events play an essential role in connecting the community to open space. From Guided Hikes and
Lecture /Potlucks to Gator Tours, Monitoring Day, Youth Trout Fishing, and the Great Outdoors Celebration and Auction,
our activities provide hands-on opportunities to explore, learn, and connect with SKLT and the land.

Guided Hikes and Trails: SKLT manages over 14 miles of public trails, open every day for anyone to
explore the unique landscapes of South Kingstown. Monthly guided hikes, led by SKLT staff, highlight
features such as glacial moraines, kettle ponds, and native plants like mountain laurel, which blankets
Duval Trail in pink petals each summer. Along the way, hikers may encounter remnants of colonial
structures and the many stone walls that define Rhode Island’s agrarian past—built to clear farmland of
~ rocks, and contain livestock.

NOTE: Guided hikes now take place on the second Friday of each month.

Lectures and Potlucks: In 2025, SKL'T welcomed speakers such as Russ Cohen, who discussed Edible
Invasives, and David Gregg, who led a Moth Night. Our lecture series continues in 2026 with engaging
topics, including Casey Johnson on Pollinator Projects (January 22), David Bird on Becorns (January 29),
RI Beaver Management on Coexisting with Beavers (February 10), and Jim Gwiazdzinski on Falconry
(March 5) - reservations are required.

If there is a topic or speaker you would like to see at SKLT,

Email tasha.sussman.moss@sklt.org

Gator Tours and Accessibility: Thanks to The Champlin Foundation and others, in 2025 SKLT
launched Gator Tours (the utility vehicle, not the reptile!) to make nature more accessible to visitors of all
abilities. On a tour at Weeden Farm, you will explore the “back 40,” including an expanded pollinator
patch, bluebird boxes, the osprey pole, and the flint corn field. In 2025, we launched a partnership with
Westerly Birders Captain Barbara Seith during Birdability Week to promote inclusive birding.

SKLT will continue offering both staff-led Gator tours and specialty birding tours with Barbara.
Due to weather conditions, winter dates are flexible. Please reach out to Tasha to schedule.

SKLT Connect: Interested in a behind the scenes look at the work and activities of the SKIUT?
Every other month, the SKL'T Board invites you to: learn and ask all your questions, explore our
Barn, tractor shed, and offices; connect with fellow nature lovers; and enjoy light bites and
drinks. Whether a longtime member, new to SKLT, or just curious, everyone’s welcome. Bring
friends and family, explore, enjoy, and get to know the SKLT community!

Sign up on our website at sklt.org/events.
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Milestones

Winter in New England so much snow and more on
the way — hooray!

Many thanks to all the people and businesses who
financially support SKLT. It is as humbling to see the names
of familiar friends as it is to watch the list grow every year.
Your support has made it possible for SKLT to increase its
impact and engage with new communities — thank you.
SKLT 1s looking to expand the staff with the creation of a
new position straddling land protection and the stewardship
of CE properties. The Director of Conservation
Stewardship and Land Protection will add much needed
“depth to the bench” when it comes to stewarding

easements.

i Currently, SKLT staff 1s
gt deeply involved with applying
for Re-accreditation. This

intensely rigorous process

happens every five years

requiring a comprehensive review of all land transactions,
violations, financial statements, policies, meeting minutes,
et al. SKLT has been accredited since 2016, and we look
forward to meeting the challenge again this year.
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Partnering with other non-profits is a key component
when it comes to activating SKLT properties. Some
examples include The Matunuck Preservation Society
handles programming the Hale House, ASRI
organizes birding walks, and the Appalachian
Mountain Club providing trail first-aid courses. SKLT
now hosts Ocean State Kids’ weekly Owl Adventure
Club: Child led Nature Play every Wednesday
morning at the Woodcock Campus. For those of you
who know me there is not one thing I value more
than connecting children with nature, and Curley (my
spaniel) surely loves when they ask if he can come
out to play.

I encourage you to also go outside and play —
Open space makes all the difference....

Julia Fry Landstreet
Executive Director

1 In Memorium: It is with deep sadness that we share the passing of Dwayne Mack.
| An avid outdoorsman, longtime farmer, neighbor, and cherished friend of the

South Kingstown Land Trust, Dwayne will be dearly missed.

South Kingstown Land Trust

Board of Directors Staff
Heather Mae Breau, Chair
Barbara Margolis, 17ce Chair
James L. Farrell, Treasurer
Elise Torello, Secretary

Executive Director

Julia Fry Landstreet

Address

17 Matunuck Beach Road
South Kingstown, RI 02879

Thomas Prescott Meyer
: 401-789-0962

Katharine Estes
Peter Klenk

Kevin McCloskey
Susan Merrick

Tim Meyer

Deb Pare

Andrew Scherer
Edward Watson, Jr.

Land Management Director

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
and by appointment

Tasha Sussman Moss
Development & Outreach Coordinator
Martha Day

Stewardship Compliance Coordinator

David LaRocque Website: sklt.org

Directors Emeriti
Clarkson Collins

Ellen Grebstein

Linda Green

Sophie Page Lewis
Susan Seyfarth Lovejoy
Michael Sherry

Land Operations Coordinator Email: info@}sklt.org

The mission of the South Kingstown Land Trust is to protect and steward
natural resources, open spaces, and cultural landscapes for the benefit of the
community, now and forever.
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