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LAND TRUST Spring 2026 @ Open Space Makes All the Difference

Accessing the Outdoors:

Anytime, Anywhere, Everyone

The South Kingstown Land Trust’s conserved lands include a familiar but ever-diverse mix of landscapes such as oak and
pine forests with remnants of mossy stone walls, open meadows alive with pollinators, and fields of whitecap flint corn
swaying in the wind. These are places shaped by geology, soils, farmland, weather, season, and time—encountered as much
through sound and movement as by what can be seen.

People access these landscapes in many different ways. For some, it is a simple walk from a trailhead into familiar woods or fields. For
others, distance, mobility, health, or circumstance can shape how often these places are reached or whether they are reached at all.

However it happens, the land remains the same. What changes is how we meet it.
The outdoors is best enjoyed by being in nature: spending time in it, noticing it, and being present within it.

At SKLT, the wotk is to widen those points of connection by offering more ways to experience it.
The goal is simple: conserved land is not only something to reach one way, but something W
that can be encountered in many. »-

From there, there are many paths into the land.

Gator & Birding Tours at Weeden Farm

Orchard Oriole House Wren

This summer, SKLT’s Gator Tours return, offering visitors with limited mobility a
chance to experience conserved land in an accessible way. Using a John Deere Gator,
these one-hour rides travel through the “Back 40> of Weeden Farm, allowing

participants to enjoy the scenery and landscape without needing to walk the trails.

You will pass through open fields and pollinator habitat, listening to birdsong and taking in the
thythms of the landscape. The tours are not about the ride itself, but about the opportunity to
simply be outdoors—feeling the summer air, watching grasses move in the wind, and spending
time in nature.

New this summer, SKLT is also partnering with Westerly birder and Birdability Captain Barbara Seith to offer inclusive
birding tours. Because everyone should see a bluebird in flight!

Birdability Week, held each October, is a national effort focused on making birding and outdoor spaces more welcoming and
accessible to people of all abilities and backgrounds. These tours build on SKLT’s participation last year and extend that spirit through
the summer, offering another way to experience nature in a supportive setting. Whether spotting a hawk overhead or listening for

songbirds in the trees, participants are sure to learn something new with Barbara, a true bird encyclopedia, leading the way!

All tours are free and last about an hour. To schedule a visit, email tasha.sussman.moss@sklt.org

Merlin Bluebird Chicks
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Milestones

It was a great winter to get a lot done around the office, and The blizzard brought record breaking snowfall which
SKLT has been “deep in the weeds,” I mean files, applying crushed the historic pump house at Biscuit City.

for Reaccreditation. Accredited land trusts must comply with Wortk is underway to fully develop plans and raise the
exacting Standards and Practices developed through the years, funds needed to rebuild the structure and tell the

by the national Land Trust Alliance. The process is rigorous story of its history.

and tedious, but the results are an organization better able to . .
. gan Stay tuned for the re-opening of the Yawgoo Trail
serve our community and the properties entrusted to our care. . .
v dto sh se th n later this summer. It took six years, over $300,000,

ou are encoura o share your concerns or praise throu
& Y P & and countless hours of staff and volunteer

the link listed within. ) . .

manpower, but everyone’s generous gifts of time,
Land is the connector, but people make the difference. There talent and treasure will result in an exceptional hiking
are not enough ways to say thank you and best wishes to experience.

tgoing board members Jim Farrell and Heather Mae Breau.
outgoing board members Jim Farrell and Heather Mae Breau Thanks to all who make the

South Kingstown Land Trust a reality — We all
agree, Open Space Makes all the Difference...

Jim’s skills, exacting nature, and attention to detail have left a
positive impact on all aspects of SKL'T’s financial, investment,
and risk systems and processes. Heather Mae, often assisted
by daughter Piper, transformed the monitoring program,
navigated an updated Strategic Plan, and calmed rough seas
with grace, kindness, and thoughtful leadership. I will miss

having the opportunity to lean on them and learn from them.

Staffing continues to shift and grow in response to changing

needs. Please welcome Kyle Hess, selected to fill the newly

created Director of Conservation Stewardship and Land ‘/f oL j"“\ Z (g r
Protection. Changes in property ownership and conservation

priorities will give him lots to do throughout his tenure with Julia Fry Landstreet
SKLT. Executive Director

South Kingstown Land Trust

Board of Directors Staff Address
Heather Mae Breau, Chair Julia Fry Landstreet
Barbara Margolis, I7ce Chair . e 17 Matunuck Beach Road
James L. Farrell, Treasurer Beceoutive Dirccior South Kingstown, RI 02879
Elise Torello, Secrerary Thomas Prescott Meyer
Tt B Land Management Director 401-789-0962

homas Breen
Katharine Estes Kyle Hess Office Hours
Peter Klenk Director of Conservation Stewardship & Land Protection
Kevin McCloskey
Susan Merrick
Tim Meyer
Deb Pare Martha Day
Andrew Scherer
Edward Watson, Jr.

Monday - Thursday
Tasha Sussman Moss 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Development & Outreach Coordinator and by‘ appointnlent

_ _ _ Website: sklt.org

Stewardship Compliance Coordinator Email: info @sklt.org
David LaRocque

Directors Emeriti Land Operations Coordinator

Clarkson Collins

Ellen Grebstein

Linda Green The mission of the South Kingstown Land Trust is to protect

Sophie Page Lewis

Susan Seyfarth Lovejoy .

Michael Sherry landscapes for the benefit of the community, now and forever.

and steward natural resources, open spaces, and cultural
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